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Symphony Preview

Join us at the

Back Nine, 555 Highway 17, 
Santa Cruz (Pasatiempo Exit)

Friday, April 5, 4:00 p.m.

Social with Hors d’oeuvres / 
Hosted Bar - Wine & Iced Tea

$35 per 
person

Deadline for reservations is March 31

To pay by check, please make it out to 
Santa Cruz Symphony League, and mail to 
Cheryl Hammond, 1505 42nd Avenue #30, 
Capitola, CA 95010.

To reserve online: https://www.
santacruzsymphonyleague.org/pre-
views/2019/4/5/preview-invocations

Danny will share insights 
about our final program for 
the season. 
The concert will include:

• Esa-Pekka Salonen’s 
endlessly inventive 
Karawane

• Beethoven’s 
breathtakingly beautiful 
Mass in C, which will 
feature the Cabrillo Symphonic Chorus

Special guests at the preview will be the four 
soloists from the Metropolitan Opera. You 
will not want to miss this.
Join us for this delightful social and the 
opportunity to hear more about our 
Symphony concert.



There’s still time ... 
A few seats left

Saturday, March 30, 2019
5:30 PM  10:00 PM
Holy Cross Hall

Join the Santa Cruz Symphony League for the Beach Ball Gala, March 
30, 2019, 5:30 p.m at the Holy Cross Hall, 170 High Street, Santa Cruz.  

Enjoy a gourmet Surf & Turf dinner, dancing and an amazing roster 
of once in a lifetime auction items.  Tickets are $150 each and all 

proceeds support the Santa Cruz Symphony and its 
musical outreach into local schools. 

Sign up for a table, sit with your friends and save!  Tables for 10 
people sell for a discounted price of $140 per seat. 

Call Cheryl at 475-9482 for details.



The League 
at Work 
and Play

At the Preview at Seacliff, Best Western, for our 
February Symphonic Fire Concert, Danny shared  
about the music to be presented. It was also an 
opportunity to get better acquainted with our

soloist, Jonah Kim.

Special thanks to 
Cheryl Hammond and Kate Sutherland 

for organizing and coordinating
our Season Previews

Photos with permission of 
Kevin Monahan. Thanks to 
Kevin for his great work!



Review of ‘Symphonic Fire’  
Santa Cruz Symphony 
Performances of February 23rd and 24th  
by Ann Haley

Antonin Dvorak: Cello Concerto in B Minor, Op. 104
Sergei Rachmaninoff: Symphonic Dances, Op. 45 
I only had one opportunity to see Pablo Casals in live 
performance during the 1960s.  Sometime after that I 
watched him give a master class on TV.  I heard him 
say: “Treat your cello as you would a beloved friend.  
Hold it as though you cherished it very much.”    
At the Mello on Sunday, Jonah Kim did precisely that.  
He played the cello as though he were at one with it, 
never missing a note, eyes often closed, playing cadenzas 
and codas flawlessly, executing perfect double stops 
throughout Dvorak’s Concerto. The orchestra and solo 
parts were perfectly balanced, 
the music so well-orchestrated 
that one would never suspect 
that this concerto was the 
last of Dvorak’s symphonic 
compositions. 
In fact, we learned that both of 
the pieces performed were the 
last symphonic compositions 
of Dvorak and Rachmaninoff, 
but neither showed the slightest 
sign of author fatigue.  They represented the peak of 
Romantic Music, displaying dramatic dynamics and 
demanding technical virtuosity.  
The Dvorak concerto began with the orchestra playing 
the main theme completely, followed by a lengthy 
introduction to the cello solo, which restated the theme 
calmly and sedately.  Jonah Kim’s perfect handling of his 
cello was remarkable.  Beautifully played and sensitively 
interpreted, this work received the anticipated audience 
reaction, as everyone applauded appreciatively.
A soft adagio treble wind ensemble introduced a new 
theme, which the solo cello immediately assumed.  The 
treble horns and cello harmonized beautifully through 
dance motifs for which Dvorak’s earlier repertoire was 
famous.
The third movement brought a new, robust, sprightly 
feeling to the main theme from the first movement, 
producing a cyclical effect, or recapitulation. The 
cello played variations upon this theme as it became a 
serenade.  Both the orchestra and soloist moved into 
a higher realm from which Kim moved from a high 

trill to a lower landscape resulting in a long-held 
pedal tone and a grand finale. The audience gave this 
performance a standing ovation, of course.
Following Intermission, the orchestra and Danny 
returned to the stage to play Rachmaninoff ’s very 
lively Symphonic Dances, his most modern work, 
using much piano, harp, and percussion.  Episodic 
music with winds explored different motific ideas.  
One could visualize a modern ballet to this music.  
A lovely alto saxophone solo played by David Cortez 
led a poignant soft passage. Rachmaninoff may have 
used this very modern instrument for his first time 

to bring his music into 
the modern era. 
The piano and violins 
played a serenade dance 
theme, the piano leading 
the strings in a very 
pretty melody.  This piece 
used everything: piano, 
harp, bells, percussion, 
drums, timpani, in a 
slightly military beat 

that increased in volume and waned. I found it 
delightfully humorous in the way it used harmony, 
instrument role-playing, and friendly instrument 
exchange. Nigel Armstrong’s violin solo led a new 
theme in waltz time.  A pleasant discussion ensued 
with the winds straying dissonantly from the theme, 
everyone trying to converge agreeably before the third 
movement, which very loudly included a penetration 
of horns, percussion, tambourines, the strings trying 
to keep everything together, but strident attempts 
to change the subject prevailed.  A very cute, high 
interlude with percussion dominated. Eventually 
everything led to a serenade with an ambiguous 
tonal center.  All gave way to to a quick, bright wind-
led motif taken up by different parts of the orchestra. 
Volume and tempo increased as fragments of earlier 
motifs led to a loud, full-tutti ending. 
The audience stood to applaud this beautifully 
orchestrated and performed program as Danny 
Stewart graciously thanked each musician. It was a 
delightful afternoon.                     



Your support when you shop at 
AmazonSmile; simply identify

Santa Cruz Symphony  
How does AmazonSmile work?
When first visiting AmazonSmile, customers 
are prompted to select a charitable 
organization from almost one million eligible 
organizations. In order to browse or shop at 
AmazonSmile, customers must first select a 
charitable organization. For eligible purchases 
at AmazonSmile, the AmazonSmile Foundation 
will donate 0.5% of the purchase price to the 
customer’s selected charitable organization. 

How does my organization receive the 
donations?
Each quarter, the AmazonSmile Foundation 
makes donations to eligible charitable 
organizations by electronic funds transfer. 
Donations will be transferred approximately 45 
days after the end of each calendar quarter. To 
account for Product returns, a portion of the 
quarterly donations will be withheld until the 
next donation cycle, subject to any reduction 
due to returns from prior quarters. See the 
AmazonSmile Participation Agreement for 
more details. 

What is the AmazonSmile Foundation?
The AmazonSmile Foundation is a 501(c)
(3) private foundation created by Amazon 
to administer the AmazonSmile program. 
All donation amounts generated by the 
AmazonSmile program are remitted to 
the AmazonSmile Foundation. In turn, the 
AmazonSmile Foundation donates those 
amounts to the charitable organizations 
selected by our customers. Amazon pays all 
expenses of the AmazonSmile Foundation; they 
are not deducted from the donation amounts 
generated by purchases on AmazonSmile.

Make a gift in honor 
of, or in memory of 

someone
precious to you.

Are you looking for a 
way to honor a friend, or 
to give a memorial gift? 
Please send the following 
information to: Santa Cruz Symphony League, Sheila 
Vaughn, Treasurer, 307 Church Street, Santa Cruz, CA 
95060.

A donation of $ _________
___ In Honor of ____________________________
___ In Memory of __________________________
From:  Name: ______________________________
 Address: ____________________________
 ____________________________________

Please notify:
 Name: ______________________________
 Address: ____________________________
 ____________________________________

ROUND ROBIN 
BRIDGE

Chairperson 
Jeanne Shada

  

How to have fun and raise funds for our 
Symphony League.

Each couple plays with another couple in 
the section once a month from September 
through May.  A no-host award party is held 
in the Spring. Prizes are presented to the 
winners of each section with the highest 
cumulative scores.

CALL JEANNE SHADA,  831-247-3253, IF YOU 
WOULD

LIKE TO PARTICIPATE



Got Jelly Jars??
Its almost jam making season again. 
If you have any 8 oz jelly 
jars, Sheila Vaughn can 
use them as she makes 
her wonderful jams and 
jellies for the Home Tour 
Boutique.  Either bring 
them to the Preview or 
call her at 662-8908, and 
she will be happy to pick them up.

A Garden of Note
Saturday June 18, 2:00 pm

An opportunity to enjoy the gardens 
of one of our favorite gardeners, 
Gay Nichols. Her roses are always 
spectacular. She has over 200 new 
disease 
resistent 
and 
fragrant 
roses in her 
garden.

Details are 
being developed ... just put the date on 
your calendar!

Our Annual Meeting 
and Recognition of 

Volunteers is coming. 

Reserve the dates of June 28 or 29. It 
will be held in Scotts Valley, place to be 
announced.

Members of the Symphony League 
gathered in 2018 to install the 
new officers and to recognize the 
amazing volunteers who make the 
League work so well.

Upcoming Symphony Concerts:

April 6, Civic Auditorium, Santa Cruz
April 7, Mello Center, Watsonville

Upcoming Dates
Mark Your Calendar


