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The 2016-17 Concert # 2

Preview
Friday, November 4,

4:00 - 6:00 p.m. 
at the Civic 
Auditorium
Santa Cruz

Gioachino Rossini 
(1792-1868) was 
a very prolific 
Italian composer. Il 
barbiere di Siviglia 
was one of some 
three dozen operas 
he wrote.

Maestro Danny Stewart has invited 
some talented soloists for

“The Barber of Seville”
Ginger Costa-Jackson -  Rossini

Andrew Stenson - Count Almaviva

Yunpeng Wang - Figaro

Steven Condy - Dr. Bartolo

Ryan Speedo Green - Don Basilio

Susanne Mentzer - Berta

Hadleigh Adams - Fiorello

Stan Neff - Officer

In his early life Rossini was apprenticed 
to a blacksmith but found a music master 
who taught him sight-reading.  He claims 
to have written this opera in only 12 days.
He was quoted as joking, “Give me the 
laundress’ bill and I will even set that to 
music.”

Sign up by Tuesday, Nov. 1 to attend this 
wonderful educational afternoon!

Previews are a great opportunity to meet the soloists 
and the Maestro with the chance to hear a bit of their 
approach to the music.

Join us for this unique opportunity to learn more about 
this opera and the people involved! Reservations must 
be made in advance. Season subscribers and others 
are invited to join us for a donation of $20. League 
members are asked for a donation of $15. Please make 
your check to SLSCC and send to Cheryl Hammond, 
1505 - 42nd Ave. #30, Capitola, CA 95010, or you may 
register online, using PayPal or your credit card at 
http://www.slscc.org/previews/.
League Members are urged to bring appetizers to 
share.
Also remember that you may bring guests who might 
be interested in the League, at no cost. Please register 
for any guests.



You will receive your tickets in the mail. Please offer them to family and friends. To reserve more 
tickets you can mail your check (made out to SLSCC) to: Kate Miller, 144 Stoney Creek Rd., Santa 
Cruz, CA 95060, or you can use your bank card or your PayPal account at http://www.slscc.org/
special-events/home-tour/. 



Pictures from our 2014 Wassail Party at the home of Marjorie Albright 

WASSAIL PARTY
Wednesday, December 14, 7:00 at the 
gracious home of Mary Ann & Peter 
Orr. Wonderful holiday music including 
madrigals, piano solos and singing the 
music of the season.

Put it on your  calendar and be sure to 
share this news with others who might 
be interested in coming. Please bring 
$20 donation and finger-food desserts to 
share and also your friends and family! 
Please check our website to reserve.

[No high heels please]

http://www.slscc.org/special-events/20-x-20-events/

From your Membership Chairman
              - Dan Rutan

Our membership remains strong and very supportive of our activities 
supporting the Symphony.
That being said, we welcome all new members to our organization.  They 

bring new ideas and vigor to the membership and provide us all with the opportunity to build new 
friendships.
If you know of someone who would be interested in becoming a member of the League, please let me know 
and I’ll contact them.  Also, be sure to pick up a membership brochure/application at Preview or at our 
League table during the concert.
Thank You!

Dan 



Helen’s Column
We regret to inform our 
readers that Helen is in 
Dominican recovering. 
Her spirits are high and 
we anticipate that she’ll 
be back in full fighting 
spirit soon.

She would want to 
remind people about 
the importance of our 
League events and 
express her regret that 

she may miss any of them. Please continue to keep her in 
your thoughts and prayers.

Editor for Helen

“Thank You” from 
Vickie and Dan 
Rutan to Ann Haley, 
Ola Monaghan, 
Marie Tomasi, 
Linda Downing, 
Kathy Hatfield, 
Joanna Hildebrandt, 
Ruth Keeley, John 
Dickinson, Joan 

Osborne, Eileen Sambrailo, and Gail Sherman.  
These are the generous League members 
who provided such delicious “snack “ food 
for the Orchestra during their rehearsal on 
Saturday before the first concert of this season.   
The orchestra very much appreciates the 
refreshments provided during their break. 

If you would like to help with this program, 
please give Vickie or Dan a call: 475-4939. This is 
a great way to participate in your League.

Membership

Please welcome

•	 Mark & Barbara Gordon
•	 Dolores McCabe

to our League family.  We are pleased these 
folks have come on board with us in our efforts 
to support our wonderful symphony.  Please 
help them feel “at home” when you meet them 
at one of our League events.
Dan Rutan

UPCOMING
EVENTS

FOR OUR SYMPHONY 
FAMILY

November
     4, Preview, 4:00 At the Civic Auditorium
     5 & 6, Symphony Concerts
December
     3 & 4, Home Tour
    14, Wassail Party at the home of  
 Peter & Mary Ann Orr
January
     6,  Docent Training in preparation for    
          our in-school presentations
February
      6, Musical Notes information due
    17, Preview
    18 & 19, Symphony Concerts
    28, Shadowbrook An easy way to raise  
 funds for our Symphony by eating at  
 Shadowbrook Restaurant
March
    18, Copacabana Gala at the Back  
 Nine
    24, Preview
   25 & 26, Symphony Concerts



Free Open Rehearsal for
The Barber Of Seville!

Want to watch the process of bringing The Barber 
of Seville to life? You are invited to our open 
rehearsal on Thursday, November 3rd from 7:30 - 
10:00 pm at the Santa Cruz Civic Auditorium (307 
Church St). The performers will be rehearsing Act 
2 of the Barber. Admission is FREE! (Donations are 
always welcome!)

Docents for our school program
Training will be held Friday, January 6, 10:00 - 
noon at the Symphony Office. This is a wonderful 
opportunity for children (grades 4 & 5) in our 
local schools to meet our musicians and get an 
introduction to the instruments of the orchestra. 
This preceeds visits to the classrooms and the 
Family Concert.
For more information check out:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HRkmRF_
q0n4

Symphony Concert #2
The Barber of Seville

For our second concert of the season, 
the Santa Cruz Symphony will present 
Rossini’s irrepressibly fun The Barber 
of Seville featuring a world-class cast 
comprised of principal artists who 
have graced the stages of the world’s 
great opera houses.

The quality of this cast is truly incredible. The fact that 
they are willing to perform with Daniel Stewart and a 
regional orchestra like ours is truly astounding when they 
are in demand by the best opera companies in the world.

Ginger Costa-Jackson (Rosina) performed the same role 
at the NY Met this year, and is just coming off a run 
playing Carmen at the SF Opera. Yunpeng Wang, who was 
previously featured with SCS in Mahler’s Wayfarer Songs 
and was identified by Opera News as one of Opera’s 25 
Exciting New Voices, is the eponymous barber Figaro. 
Victor Ryan Robertson will be performing as Count 
Almaviva, after performing the same role with three other 
opera companies. Ryan Speedo Green (previously featured 
with SCS in Mozart’s Requiem) will perform the role of 
Don Basilio. He is also the subject of the new bestseller 
“Sing For Your Life” which chronicles his life, from solitary 
confinement in Juvenile Hall to the stage of the NY Met. 
Steven Condy will be performing the role of Dr. Bartolo, 
a role he has performed over 100 times with countless 
casts. Susanne Mentzer, a veteran of the NY Met who has 
taken up residence in Monterey County, will be performing 
the role of Berta. New Zealander Hadleigh Adams, who 
is a graduate of SF Opera’s Merola Program and an Adler 
Fellow, will be performing as Fiorello. Stan Neff who has 
sung with many local groups including Santa Cruz Bay City 
Opera, will appear as the Officer. Lastly the performances 
will include the Men of the Cabrillo Symphonic Chorus, 
directed by Cheryl Anderson.

This is an event not to be missed, whether you love opera, 
have never been to one, or are unsure of what to expect.  I 
promise, you will be glad you did!

See you at the opera!
Dorothy Wise
Executive Director



VOX POPULI!: Symphony Performances of Oct 1st and 2nd, 2016

By Ann Haley

A perfect complement to our own mad political scene, was Daniel Stewart’s first 
concert of this season, which consisted of a trio of overtures inspired by each of three 
composers’ political climates: Bernstein’s Slava! related to local composer Henry 
Molli-cone’s Celestial Dance by the fact that the two composers had collaborated. 
Additionally, Bernstein had dedicated his piece to Mistislav Rostropovich, exiled from 
his native Russia under the Soviet regime. Beethoven’s Egmont Overture separated the 
two 20th Century works.     Egmont was a romantic hero during Spain’s tyranny over 
The Netherlands. The monumental 5th Symphony in D Minor by Dimitri Shostakovich 

completed the pro-gram, which was performed magnificently by our orchestra. This 5th Symphony emotionally 
conveyed rising hope amid the perils of living under the Soviet regime.    

Bernstein: Slava!

A popping, loud opening to very jazzy pop music, very Bernstein, filled with the cacophony of NYC life. The percussion 
section was excellent, the horns brilliant, and the work had po-litical snippets running through it. This truly multi-
media composition was thoroughly en-joyed by all. This was a most rambunctious opening with Danny personally 
congratulating the outstanding instrumental voices for this remarkable uniquely Bernstein work. 

Beethoven: Egmont Overture

By contrast, Beethoven’s Egmont’s Overture was very sonorous and sad, using Beethoven’s signature supporting 
string staccato to familiar melodies. The Egmont A theme opened very melodically, soon moved into a 5th symphony 
like motif so familiar in Beethoven’s music. The Egmont work was very much in keeping with Beethoven’s movement 
toward the romantic era of music. Our orchestra rendered it beautifully in this performance. 

Mollicone: Celestial Dance

For further contrast, Mollicone’s Celestial Dance opened brightly with very oriental sounds using much percussion, 
cymbals, xylophones, drums, and celesta keyboard. The violins played a very lyrical portion answered by the treble 
winds and celesta. Violins held forth again introducing a new idea, which was interrupted by a staccato oriental 
motif. The vio-lins responded more agitatedly, accompanied by a volatile tutti, which brought the work to an abrupt 
end. This work seemed to describe the political machinations of Hindu deities.  

Danny very graciously recognized all of the musicians and presented Mollicone to the audience, the composer 
modestly accepting the praise. 

Shostakovich: 5th Symphony in D Minor

And then the major work that the Soviet regime nearly killed, was brilliantly, ex-pressively performed with full 
orchestra. This performance pulled out all the stops with every instrument possible: a full panoply of percussion 
with celesta, two harps, all brass and woodwinds present, all violas, violins, cellos, and basses played Dimitri 
Shostakovich’s 5th Symphony in D minor. 

The 1st movement ‘A’ theme consisted of a pair of intervals amid a weighty opening. The strings elongated this 
opening theme to unfold a tale. The sudden interruption by the paired intervals intruded, until all coalesced to a 
bright, triumphant, horn-led climax. Then all was quiet. During the first theme, the percussion was perfectly precise. 
A very pretty new theme, carried by the violins, found the cellos playing an ostinato; the cello and bass strings 
foretelling darkness through a periodic thrum. The treble strings persisted in lifting the theme to a brighter ascent: 
a clarinet solo preceded the bass and intermediate strings, following the violin melody. A serene lyric in the form 
of a variation on the opening theme preceded a new motif by the horns, followed by a beautiful violin solo. The full 
orchestra played quietly to the end. 

The 2nd movement, and the most-performed throughout the world today, began with the cellos carrying a sprightly 
waltz melody, the horns following, and the rest of the orchestra joining. This waltz theme resulted in many variations 
on dance music, and very probably rescued the entire symphony from being trashed by the Soviets when it was 
performed in Russia: neutral dance music was permitted, not “dangerous” originality! Shostakovich was spared, but 
continued to live in uncertainty.       (Continued on page 7)



(Continued from page 6)

The 3rd movement began with very slow, dreamy music primarily with the bass in-struments, the violins playing 
an unsettled passage, which was a switch in roles. A harp ac-companied a flute in a beautiful duet. This very lovely 
dreamy sequence built to a tutti crescendo, using the freest rhythm in the piece, and some thematic freedom. A violin 
tremolo, very high and pretty, and a lovely flute solo, were affirmed by the orchestra. which the violins echoed. This 
movement ended softly on a tonic chord. 

The 4th movement opened with a very loud, robust, fast melody. The bass repeated this theme. Tutti joined in, very 
lively, precisely on beat. An unflagging percussion joined, but the melody became distorted as if all were not well. 
Suddenly a very quiet passage led by the French horns with the strings in the background, gave way to a flute-clarinet 
duet. The drums announced the opening again, only much more somberly. Variations on this opening followed. A 
grand buildup to a high and loud pitch with dissonant transitions to a climax, introduced the horns, which carried 
all to a Picardy ending, triumphant and releas-ing, in the key of D major. Thus, after much struggle, hope triumphed 
over all. 

The audience stood and applauded wildly, this tremendous music having met its goal. Danny Stewart was very busy 
thanking every participant in this remarkably compli-cated and richly orchestrated work of art. 

After the concert, a considerate violist thanked us for attending!!  She had sheer admiration for Daniel Stewart’s 
musicianship, and we fully agreed. The orchestra wasn’t bad, either. It has never sounded better, and might possibly 
have set for itself a new standard.

The League at 
Work

and Play
September 2016 Preview at

Margaritaville, Capitola



Your support when you shop at 
AmazonSmile;	simply	identify

Santa Cruz Symphony  
How does AmazonSmile work?
When first visiting AmazonSmile, customers 
are prompted to select a charitable 
organization from almost one million eligible 
organizations. In order to browse or shop at 
AmazonSmile, customers must first select a 
charitable organization. For eligible purchases 
at AmazonSmile, the AmazonSmile Foundation 
will donate 0.5% of the purchase price to the 
customer’s selected charitable organization. 

How	 does	 my	 organization	 receive	 the	
donations?
Each quarter, the AmazonSmile Foundation 
makes donations to eligible charitable 
organizations by electronic funds transfer. 
Donations will be transferred approximately 45 
days after the end of each calendar quarter. To 
account for Product returns, a portion of the 
quarterly donations will be withheld until the 
next donation cycle, subject to any reduction 
due to returns from prior quarters. See the 
AmazonSmile Participation Agreement for 
more details. 

What	is	the	AmazonSmile	Foundation?
The AmazonSmile Foundation is a 501(c)
(3) private foundation created by Amazon 
to administer the AmazonSmile program. 
All donation amounts generated by the 
AmazonSmile program are remitted to 
the AmazonSmile Foundation. In turn, the 
AmazonSmile Foundation donates those 
amounts to the charitable organizations 
selected by our customers. Amazon pays all 
expenses of the AmazonSmile Foundation; they 
are not deducted from the donation amounts 
generated by purchases on AmazonSmile.

An Editor’s Privilege...
I	 am	 continually	 amazed	 at	 the	
willingness of our League members 
to	 step	 up	 and	 give	 of	 their	 time,	
talent and resources to support our 
Symphony.

We	can	be	justifiably	proud	of	the	annual	gift	we	give,	
and	amazed	at	the	$78,154	we	raised	and	were	able	
to	give	to	the	Symphony	last	June.	When	you	attend	
a concert and see the “Symphony League” in lights as 
a	major	donor	to	our	orchestra,	take	pride	in	it,	nudge	
your neighbor and say: “I’m one of those.”

I	echo	the	words	of	gratitude	listed	in	several	pieces	in	
this	edition	of	the	Musical Notes.

Clyde Vaughn
cvfaad@comcast.net

The League Membership Guide is now 
available.
Your copy will be available at the next Preview 
event or at the Symphony League table in the 
lobby at the Civic or the Mello during the next 
concert.
Every copy hand-delivered saves postage 
mailing cost!



Make	a	gift	in	honor	
of,	or	in	memory	of	

someone
precious to you.

Are you looking for a 
way to honor a friend, or 
to give a memorial gift? 
Please send the following 
information to: Santa Cruz Symphony League, Sheila 
Vaughn, Treasurer, 307 Church Street, Santa Cruz, CA 
95060.

A donation of $ _________
___ In Honor of ____________________________
___ In Memory of __________________________
From:  Name: ______________________________
 Address: ____________________________
 ____________________________________

Please notify:
 Name: ______________________________
 Address: ____________________________
 ____________________________________

ROUND ROBIN 
BRIDGE

Chairperson 
Jeanne Shada
831-247-3253

Captains
Debussy
 Joyce Sawaya ............................ 475-5574
Schubert
 Joyce Sawaya ............................ 475-5574
Tchaikovsky
 Sue Robinson  ...........................  429-1597
Mozart
 Joanne Wigginton ...................... 688-1781
Brahms
 Sterling Frost .............................. 458-2314

Each couple plays with another couple in the section 

once a month from September through May.  A no-host 

award party is held in the Spring. Prizes are presented to 

the winners of each section with the highest cumulative 

scores.

CALL JEANNE SHADA IF YOU WOULD
LIKE TO PARTICIPATE



Directors and Officers

President
  Helen Jones
Past President, 
     Parliamentarian
  Roger Knacke
VP Fund Raising
  Eileen Sambrailo
VP Educational Programs
     and Previews
  Cheryl Hammond
VP Membership,
     Recruitment and Directory
  Dan Rutan
VP Public Relations
  Fred Dunn-Ruiz
VP Communications
  Clyde Vaughn
Recording Secretaries
  Ola Monaghan 
  & Vickie Rutan

BOARD OF DIRECTORS, 2016-17 Season

Corresponding Secretary
  Kate Miller
Treasurer
  Sheila Vaughn
Board Members at Large
  Susan Koeker  
  Patty Lockett
  Julie Mazurek
  Bill Mowatt
  Jeanne Shada
  Kate Sutherland
  Francine Thomas

Standing Committee Chairs
Rehearsal Refreshments
  Dan & Vickie Rutan
Housing Musicians
  Connie Adams
New Member Outreach
   Gail Mowatt

Volunteers
  Susan Koeker
Historian
  Kate Miller
Home Tour
  Nancy Van Natta
   & Cheryl Hammond
Round Robin Bridge
  Jeanne Shada
20-20 Coordinator
  Cheryl Hammond
Property Manager
  Cheryl Hammond

Santa Cruz Symphony League
307 Church Street
Santa Cruz, California 95060

Check out our Facebook page at:
www.facebook.com/SCSymphonyLeague


